Jessica Wendt
	Supra-Badge
	Professional Foundations in LDT

	Sub-Badge
	ID Knowledge, Skills and Attitudes

	Challenge:
	Acquire and apply new technology skills in instructional design practice

	Artifact:
	LDT Badge: Website Development Badge and Website Link

	Criteria
	Criteria for successful completion of this challenge: Evidence of sharing ideas, best practices, or application of new technology skills in the field.  Reflection must address: How you acquired your new skills (webinar, training, etc.) and how you have applied these new abilities in your own instructional design practice.



For the competency “acquire and apply new technology skills in instructional design practice” I have chosen, as an artifact, the LDT Badge I earned through the technology badge course, the Website Development Badge along with a link to the website portfolio I created. To earn this badge, I had to learn many new skills. There were three steps to earning this badge: learning to create a storyboard to be able to communicate design ideas to others (I had to successfully communicate my idea to a reviewer with a sketch), the actual hands-on building of the website, and the final part of writing a reflection. I researched all the most common ways to build websites, and I read online and watched exhausting amounts of youtuber-experts with endless opinions. More importantly, I also interviewed experienced friends and family about which might be best, which felt more useful than getting random opinions online. In this way, I took expert advice and shared ideas that others gave me, as required for the successful completion of this challenge. I took everyone’s opinion into account, and it helped me to understand which option would be best for me; I ended up starting out with Wix. I decided to try the paid version and created my professional portfolio website (with room to expand into something more!).  With the paid version it automatically took me to Wix Harmony Editor, which is an AI editor that took me some time to get a hang of as far as understand how to give perfectly communicated prompts. I eventually ended up using the AI editor to teach me all kinds of skills and got much better at using the platform in general, which I sometimes found to be a faster and more efficient way than waiting for the images to be generated. I was very impressed by my first experience in using paid AI tools, though, as many times the designs were definitely better than what I would have created. In addition to creating the website, I also tried out Canva’s AI Professional Headshot creator to add my picture and experimented with Filmora’s filters and AI subtitles just for fun to add a video, which was part of the requirement of this challenge, too. Finally, not only did earning this badge require that I learn a lot of new skills, but it also required me to reflect upon my learning and share a written response about why this skill is valuable, including a few creative ways to use this and other new skills I acquired along the way in my teaching and instructional design practice.  While I was earning this badge, I was also participating in another course at Purdue where I shared my progress and excitement with my peers and my professor in a written format and with pictures about my learning process with storyboarding and website development. The last two reflections, I believe, relate directly to completing this challenge successfully. 
Before completing this challenge, I had never built a website or even thought I had the skills to create my own website before. I honestly thought that it was something that required advanced coding skills and a deep understanding of HTML, and I was intimidated; it felt like a huge learning curve to me. I was very surprised to see how easy it was; it took me only two days to really get it started and with about eight pages, and I’m pretty proud of my design. It’s still not perfect at all and I’ll need to spend more time on it, but I was thrilled to have achieved this. When I was growing up, someone must have told me that I wasn’t good at technology, or I just created that idea about myself from my social context and I didn’t have many “growth-mindset” influences, so I just didn’t try to learn. I remember enjoying graphic design in photoshop in high school (we made a yearbook and a newspaper) but didn’t think I was good enough to make it a career. Now, as an adult, I am finding that I’m actually pretty good at figuring these things out, I very much enjoy design in general, and I feel enthusiastic and ambitious about learning new technology skills now. The fact that I had to do this as a requirement for the course, and with a strict deadline, made me feel so capable and ready to take on more challenges. 
I am sure that this website creation challenge showed me the importance of sharing ideas through real conversation or videos with more experienced experts and it also showed me the importance of sharing learning progress with peers (or even friends and family) when learning new skills. Because of the online resources provided to me and the encouragement of experienced friends to help guide me, I was able to successfully learn new skills that improved my self-efficacy and will allow me more creativity, organization and independence in my work. I am going to try to complete all the technology badges during this course and I won’t let myself feel intimidated at learning unfamiliar skills. I’ll look for social support both in person and online to keep encouraging me, and I hope to start encouraging others during my journey as well!


Artifacts:
Website Link: https://www.jessicalynnwendt.com/
Website Development Badge Public Link  
